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In 2019, WiLS began a cooperative agreement with the Institute for 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) to facilitate a cohort of ten 

libraries around the country that received Accelerating Promising 
Practices (APP) grants from IMLS. This opportunity was designed to 

help small, rural, and tribal libraries build capacity in several areas 
including community memory. A second cohort of seven libraries 

kicked off their grants in Fall 2020.

Community Memory Cohorts



Cohort 1
Astoria Public Library - Astoria, Oregon

Benzonia Public Library - Benzonia, Michigan
Forbes Library - Northampton, Massachusetts

Hudson Area Library - Hudson, New York
Huna Heritage Foundation - Hoonah, Alaska

Jamestown S'Klallam Tribal Library - Sequim, Washington
Jaquith Public Library - Marshfield, Vermont

Pella Public Library - Pella, Iowa
Scott County Library System - Eldridge, Iowa

Southern California Library - Los Angeles, California



● An Introduction to the Historical 
Collection Work at Astoria Public 
Library

● The Astoria Public Library Archive 
Collections are Online

● (Re)Discovering Astoria at Astoria 
Public Library

Astoria Public Library

Astoria Public Library Archive

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8cSsEO73FI&list=PLRbHqbP8MyF0bNamQW-_RcKnjiG1RJVgW&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8cSsEO73FI&list=PLRbHqbP8MyF0bNamQW-_RcKnjiG1RJVgW&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8cSsEO73FI&list=PLRbHqbP8MyF0bNamQW-_RcKnjiG1RJVgW&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8cSsEO73FI&list=PLRbHqbP8MyF0bNamQW-_RcKnjiG1RJVgW&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8cSsEO73FI&list=PLRbHqbP8MyF0bNamQW-_RcKnjiG1RJVgW&index=8
https://northwestarchivists.wordpress.com/2022/06/06/rediscovering-astoria-at-the-astoria-public-library/
https://northwestarchivists.wordpress.com/2022/06/06/rediscovering-astoria-at-the-astoria-public-library/
https://www.permanent.org/p/archive/03pw-0000


Benzonia Public Library

Remembering Benzie: 
An Oral History Project

● Remembering Benzie YouTube 
Channel

● Remembering Benzie Publicity

● Benzie Area Historical Society and 
Museum: Remembering Benzie 
collaboration

https://www.benzonialibrary.org/remembering-benzie.html
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/remembering-benzie.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_pfIhLYWIouH1Vkj8MI9-Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_pfIhLYWIouH1Vkj8MI9-Q
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/updates-and-pr.html
https://benziemuseum.org/2020/11/17/remembering-benzie/
https://benziemuseum.org/2020/11/17/remembering-benzie/
https://benziemuseum.org/2020/11/17/remembering-benzie/


Forbes Library

● Northampton Pride & 
Liberation: 
LGBT Voices from the Valley 
(partner organization using the 
Moving Memories Lab)

● Library project digitizes local 
peoples’ stories (news article)

https://images.forbeslibrary.org/exhibits/show/pride
https://images.forbeslibrary.org/exhibits/show/pride
https://images.forbeslibrary.org/exhibits/show/pride
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/sns-bc-ma--exchange-digitizing-library-files-20190903-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/sns-bc-ma--exchange-digitizing-library-files-20190903-story.html


● BLACC: Black Legacy 
Association of Columbia 
County Oral History Collection

● Hudson Area Library Oral 
History Project

● Community Library of Voice 
and Sound (with Oral History 
Summer School)

Hudson Area Library

● Hudson Area Library Launches 
Online Access to Two Oral 
History Collections (news item)

https://blacc.hudsonarealibrary.org
https://blacc.hudsonarealibrary.org
https://blacc.hudsonarealibrary.org
https://oralhistory.hudsonarealibrary.org
https://oralhistory.hudsonarealibrary.org
https://www.libraryofvoiceandsound.org
https://www.libraryofvoiceandsound.org
https://www.trixieslist.com/2022/11/26/hudson-area-library-launches-online-access-to-two-oral-history-collections/
https://www.trixieslist.com/2022/11/26/hudson-area-library-launches-online-access-to-two-oral-history-collections/
https://www.trixieslist.com/2022/11/26/hudson-area-library-launches-online-access-to-two-oral-history-collections/


Huna Heritage Foundation

Documenting our Lineage

https://archives.hunaheritage.org/digital-heritage/how-harvest-spruce-tips


Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal Library

Digital Storytelling Videos

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2rAbCv0bSX0mmEDgvHJFU50k9OumQzrV


Jaquith Public Library

● Marshfield Story Project and 
home interview kit

● Marshfield Story Project YouTube 
Channel

● Telling Tales: Marshfield collects 
stories from the town (news item)

https://www.jaquithpubliclibrary.org/marshfield-story-project.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD9hO1eDhxIp8sOkHHoxkiw/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD9hO1eDhxIp8sOkHHoxkiw/featured
https://www.rutlandherald.com/features/weekend_magazine/telling-tales-marshfield-collects-stories-from-the-town/article_f5cfde70-d841-5de2-a046-c4e2a57fe062.html
https://www.rutlandherald.com/features/weekend_magazine/telling-tales-marshfield-collects-stories-from-the-town/article_f5cfde70-d841-5de2-a046-c4e2a57fe062.html


Pella Public Library

● Pella Community Memory 
Database

● City of Pella: Pella Community 
Memory Database

● Pella Community Memory 
Database Project Status and Use 
Statistics

● Pella Community Memory 
Database Showcases Digital 
Archive (news item)

https://cdm17106.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/
https://cdm17106.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/
https://www.cityofpella.com/490/Pella-Community-Memory-Database
https://www.cityofpella.com/490/Pella-Community-Memory-Database
https://www.cityofpella.com/491/PCMD-Project-Status
https://www.cityofpella.com/491/PCMD-Project-Status
https://www.cityofpella.com/491/PCMD-Project-Status
https://www.kniakrls.com/2020/09/11/pella-community-memory-database-showcases-digital-archive/
https://www.kniakrls.com/2020/09/11/pella-community-memory-database-showcases-digital-archive/
https://www.kniakrls.com/2020/09/11/pella-community-memory-database-showcases-digital-archive/


Scott County Library System
● Internet Archive: Scott County 

Community Memory Project 

● Scott County
Community Memory Project

● Scott County Memory Project Going 
Strong [video]

● Library memory project captures 
historic recollections (news item)

● Generation to Generation: A 
Genealogy Guide for Kids

● Our Story: A Grandparent Book

https://archive.org/details/scottcountycommunitymemory
https://archive.org/details/scottcountycommunitymemory
https://www.scottcountyiowa.gov/library/local-history-resources/scott-county-community-memory-project
https://www.scottcountyiowa.gov/library/local-history-resources/scott-county-community-memory-project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtTSwlV6Y2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtTSwlV6Y2w
https://www.northscottpress.com/stories/library-memory-project-captures-historic-recollections,78828?
https://www.northscottpress.com/stories/library-memory-project-captures-historic-recollections,78828?
https://www.scottcountyiowa.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/posts/Generation%20to%20Generation%20a%20Genealogy%20Guide%20for%20Kids.pdf
https://www.scottcountyiowa.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/posts/Generation%20to%20Generation%20a%20Genealogy%20Guide%20for%20Kids.pdf
https://www.scottcountyiowa.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/posts/Our%20story%20my%20grandparent%20book.pdf


● Southern California Library, a 
social justice archive located in 
Harvard Park, Los Angeles, 
partnered with Color Coded, the 
University of California-Riverside, 
and others to develop and 
expand their practice of 
community documentation.

Southern California Library

https://colorcoded.la


Cohort 2
Aniak City Library - Aniak, Alaska

Belfast Free Library - Belfast, Maine
Edith B. Ford Memorial Library - Ovid, New York

Lakeview Community Library - Random Lake, Wisconsin
Moore Free Library - Newfane, Vermont

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Twin Lakes Library System / Georgia College - Milledgeville, Georgia



Aniak City Library

● The Aniak City Library 
acquired digitization 
equipment, accepted a large 
collection of historic 
photographs, and took on 
other projects to build its 
reputation as a trusted 
resource for community 
memory, particularly among 
Yupik community elders.



Belfast Free Library
● All of Belfast: Climate Dialogues (ABCD)
● What Made ABCD Work? Ideas for Other Communities to Model
● ABCD Final Presentation and Celebration
● All of Belfast Climate Dialogues to hold final presentation and celebration, 

Aug. 29 (news item)

https://abcdbelfast.omeka.net
https://abcdbelfast.omeka.net/items/show/158
https://abcdbelfast.omeka.net/items/show/157
https://www.penbaypilot.com/article/all-belfast-climate-dialogues-hold-final-presentation-and-celebration-aug-29/177453
https://www.penbaypilot.com/article/all-belfast-climate-dialogues-hold-final-presentation-and-celebration-aug-29/177453


Edith B. Ford Memorial Library

● Craft Beverage Memory 
Project

● Craft Beverage Memory 
Project Facebook page

● Library launching a craft 
beverage memory project 
(news item)

https://craftbeveragememoryproject.com
https://craftbeveragememoryproject.com
https://www.facebook.com/craftbeveragememoryproject/
https://www.facebook.com/craftbeveragememoryproject/
https://www.fltimes.com/lifestyle/local_history/library-launching-a-craft-beverage-memory-project/article_2d8c3b53-92be-5a9a-be2a-12c4f0d4b7f6.html
https://www.fltimes.com/lifestyle/local_history/library-launching-a-craft-beverage-memory-project/article_2d8c3b53-92be-5a9a-be2a-12c4f0d4b7f6.html


Lakeview Community Library

Random Memories 
Memory Lab

● Memory Lab Launch (social media)

https://www.facebook.com/lakeviewcommunitylibrary/posts/pfbid0BB1kPaMu19pFdUQkWmeDyvSEuyEheoS6W14UmfJaBr17E1vk3j2tdFQaKaZDru5ml


Moore Free Library

Community Memory: 
Preserving History through 

Conversation
● Community Memory Volunteer Training
● Moore Free Library’s Community Memory 

Project (Vermont Folklife news item)
● Library seeks volunteers for Community Memory 

project (news item)

https://communitymemory.moorefreelibrary.org
https://communitymemory.moorefreelibrary.org
https://communitymemory.moorefreelibrary.org
https://moorefreelibrary.org/community-memory-training/
https://www.vtfolklife.org/fieldnotes/moore-free-librarys-community-memory-project
https://www.vtfolklife.org/fieldnotes/moore-free-librarys-community-memory-project
https://www.reformer.com/community-news/library-seeks-volunteers-for-community-memory-project/article_2efab514-0cb0-582c-935d-183bf410ab0a.html


Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Library
Philadelphia Community 
Gardens Memory Project
● Philadelphia Community Gardens Memory 

Project YouTube Channel
● Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Collection - 

Archive-It
● Growing Open Data: A Guide To Making Open 

Historic Data For Community Gardens 
(master’s thesis for Temple University based 
on the Philadelphia Community Gardens 
Memory Project)

● Norris Square Neighborhood Project featured 
in Community Gardens Memory Project (news 
item)

https://phillycommunitygardensmemory.omeka.net/collections/browse
https://phillycommunitygardensmemory.omeka.net/collections/browse
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR3IIXteQWyPtnr9PjsULCA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR3IIXteQWyPtnr9PjsULCA
https://archive-it.org/collections/16768
https://archive-it.org/collections/16768
https://scholarshare.temple.edu/bitstream/handle/20.500.12613/6591/Makuc_temple_0225M_14518.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://scholarshare.temple.edu/bitstream/handle/20.500.12613/6591/Makuc_temple_0225M_14518.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://myneighborhoodproject.org/nsnp-featured-in-community-gardens-memory-project/
https://myneighborhoodproject.org/nsnp-featured-in-community-gardens-memory-project/


Twin Lakes Library System / 
Georgia College & State University

Central State Hospital exhibit & oral history project
● New exhibit explores history of Central State Hospital (news item)
● Library Special Collections At GCSU Documents Stories About Central State Hospital 

(library news item)
● Toward Engaged Scholarship: Knowledge Inclusivity and Collaborative Collection 

Development between Academic Libraries and Archives and Local Public 
Communities (article with case study of Central State Hospital memory project

https://georgialibraries.omeka.net/s/central-state-hospital/page/introduction
https://www.unionrecorder.com/news/new-exhibit-explores-history-of-central-state-hospital/article_a6e647ba-febb-11eb-ac3c-eb6d1d957448.html
https://frontpage.gcsu.edu/node/16237
https://crl.acrl.org/index.php/crl/article/view/25345/33229
https://crl.acrl.org/index.php/crl/article/view/25345/33229
https://crl.acrl.org/index.php/crl/article/view/25345/33229


This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS). IMLS is the primary source of federal support for 
the nation's libraries and museums. We advance, support, and empower 

America’s museums, libraries, and related organizations through 
grantmaking, research, and policy development. Our vision is a nation 
where museums and libraries work together to transform the lives of 

individuals and communities. To learn more, visit www.imls.gov.
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