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By Jamie Mercer, W.J. Niederkorn Library, June 2024

Number of people involved in or impacted by the project since Ideas to Action funding:

80 so far

Do you anticipate that your project will continue after Ideas to Action funding?

Yes

Did your project encourage partnerships and collaborations with any community partners or
other WILS members? Who did you connect with during this process and how might you
sustain those connections?

Yes, it encouraged us to meet the director of the Ozaukee county department of human services
and talk with case workers to establish what the needs are and what we are able to provide with
our limited space and staff. As more case workers begin to utilize for various types of meetings
we make our selves available to listen to their needs and identify what we are able to address at
this time.

Thinking about your project, what was the most innovative part? What can you, or your
community, do now that it couldn’t before?

| think what was really innovative is that we are helping remove the stigma associated with
supervised visitations, inviting people to use our space and to ask about our accommodations as
well as inviting a discussion with staff about acceptable guidelines, accommodating needs such
as an area for a family meal (instead of frowning on or discouraging this), removing barriers to our
collections by opting not to circulate materials (which also ensured privacy), and the
toys/activities are being used by the whole community (whether they are being chose from the
Toy Menu or rotated out monthly)



How do you think other WiLS members could use what you learned and accomplished at their
own organizations?

Perhaps WILS members can use our guidelines and toy menu as a model for what they can
implement in their library.
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https://www.wils.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Final-Supervised-Visitation-Guide-W.J.-Niederkorn-Library.pdf
https://www.wils.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Final-Supervised-Visitation-Guide-W.J.-Niederkorn-Library.pdf

Noise Reduction Headphones
(Baby)

e

——
Busy Bugs

Busy Bugs Floor Puzzle

. ¢ L~ Bugs
Unicorn ! Building ™= Building
Fidgets -~ &) Game

Jungle Blocks Alphabet Blocks

supervised

Visitation

Mid-Point Blog Post (June 2024)


https://www.wils.org/blog/ideas-to-action-2023-libraries-for-everyone-supervised-visitations-your-library/

